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Observations  

Total Jail Population 

In July 2022, the average daily jail population of housed persons stood at 9,986 persons, an increase of 
108 persons from the previous month and a 14% increase from one year ago in July 2021 (8,738 persons). 
This is 6% above the effective housing capacity.  Approximately 600 inmates have been outsourced to 
keep the in-house population below the effective housing capacity. This reflects increases in most major 
categories of incarcerated individuals. 

 

 

Pretrial Detainees 

Pretrial detainees represented 81% (8,082 persons on average) of the total jail population in July 2022, a 
slight increase from the previous month (7,970 persons) and a 7% increase from one year ago in July 2021 
(7,487 persons). The pretrial state jail felony detainee population averaged 534 persons in July 2022, a 
13% decrease from one year ago in July 2021 (619 persons). The pretrial felony detainee population 
(excluding state jail felonies) averaged 7,258 persons in July 2022, a slight increase from the previous month 
and an 11% increase from one year ago in July 2021 (6,540 persons). The misdemeanor pretrial detainee 
population increased by 11 persons from the previous month to an average of 268 persons in July 2022 
and is 16% lower than one year ago in July 2021 (320 persons). 

Probationers 

The number of probationers with no pending charges averaged 517 persons in July 2022, an increase of 
15 persons from the previous month and a 17% increase from one year ago in July 2021 (441 persons). 

Post-adjudication  

Post‐adjudicated County prisoners represented 3% (309 persons on average) of the total jail population 
in July 2022, a slight decrease from the previous month (316 persons) but an increase from one year ago, 
in July 2021, when post-adjudicated county prisoners represented 1% of the total jail population (55 
persons). Post-adjudicated prisoners sentenced to TDCJ-ID or state jail represented 4% (347 persons on 
average) of the total population in July 2022, a 14% decrease from the previous month (398 persons) but 
an increase from one year ago in July 2021, when post-adjudicated prisoners sentenced to TDCJ-ID or 
state jail represented 1% of the total jail population (48 persons).  This increase in post-adjudication is a 
positive trend and is supported by the court’s overall clearance rate above 100%. 

 

OVER JAIL CAPACITY: As of August 17, 2022, according to the Harris County Jails Functional 
Capacity Analysis created by the Harris County Sheriff’s Classification Justice Management Bureau, 
the Texas Commission on Jail Standards approved jail capacity for the jail equals 10,566 beds, 
however, the total functional bed capacity equals to 9,391 beds due to 1,175 bunks being 
unavailable or unusable.   
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Other Categories 

The number of parole violators averaged 251 persons in July 2022, a 17% increase from the previous 
month (214 persons) and an 18% decrease from one year ago in July 2021 (306 persons). The number of 
non-Harris County prisoners increased by one person from the previous month to an average of 30 
persons in July 2022, a 36% increase from one year ago in July 2021 (22 persons). 

The number of inmates awaiting transfer to TDCJ-ID (i.e., Paper Ready) averaged 335 persons, up 23% 
from one year ago (199 persons). 

Note: Fluctuation in the jail population as reported here is influenced by a variety of factors such as the number of cases filed, the number of 

people who are released on bond, the length of time to complete a case, holds placed on Harris County inmates by other jurisdictions, length of 

sentences handed down, the effect of early release programs, parole board processing of cases, and the list goes on. The changes observed in the 

jail population categories from month to month are impacted by any number of these factors and cannot be attributed to a single cause and 

effect. 
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